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Coccolithus 
perforatus 

FIG. 1 - Transmission electronmicrograph of a well preserved specimen of Coccolithus 
perforatus HAQ, n. sp., proximal view. Holotype negative E 337. x 10,300. 

FIG. 2 - Transmission electronmicrograph of Coccolithus perforatus, proximal VIew. 
Paratype negative E 276. x 8,200. 

FIG. 3 - Transmission electronmicrograph of Coccolithus perforatus, proximal view. 
Negative E 464. x 7,500. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: Narrow elliptical coccoliths with shields composed of broad, flat crystal-rays; 
a slot-like central opening surrounded by an elliptical ring of zigzagging crystals. The margin 
of the ring possesses small oval perforations equal in number to the rays of the proximal shield. 

Description: All transmission electronmicrographs of this species illustrate only the proximal 
view. The species has a narrow elliptical form and there is only a very small difference in the 
sizes of the two shields. The number of rays in the two shields is equal (ranging from 29 to 
35). The shields are broad and flat with a slight sinistral imbrication in the proximal shield 
and a dextral imbrication in the distal shield. Their ends are flattened into near-straight out
lines. A narrow slot-like central tube is surrounded by a ring of crystals which fit together 
in a zig-zag manner and which are derivates of the rays of the proximal shield. Each ray ends, 
along the outline of the ring, into a narrow eye-shaped perforation, so that an ellipse of perfo-
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FIG. 2- Coccolithus perforatus n. sp., proximal 
view. An Albian species reworked in the 

present material. 

rations surrounds the central ring of crystals. These perforations presumably extend to the 
distal shield. 

Dimensions of Holotype: length 7.1 fL• width 5.9 fL• central opening 1.2 fL long. 

Type level: 

Upper Eocene. 

Occurrence: Dr. M. Black (personal communication, 196 7) reports the occurrence of this 
species in the Gault of Cambridge, England. A few reworked specimens were found in the 
present samples. 

Type locality: 

The samples studied came from borehole Hohne 1001; level 115.7-121.7 m, bags 1-6, collected 
at one meter intervals; NW Germany. 

Depository: 

Type collection, Geological Institute, University of Stockholm, Sweden. Holotype negative 
number: E 337. 

Author: 

Bilal ul Haq U.Z., 1968, p. 23; pl. 6, figs. 1-3; text-fig. 2. 

Reference: 

Studies on upper Eocene calcareous nannoplankton from NW Germany. Stockholm Contri
butions in Geology, vol. 18, n° 2, pp. 13-74, pls. 1-11, text-figs. 1-3. 

0 


	Coccolithus perforatus Haq (1968) [02044]

